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ESCAPE OFFICE OPENING TIMES  

 

If you have a payment to make or a question 

to ask, you want to use the internet or just 

need a chat donõt forget our office is open on 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 9.30am 

to 11.30am, term time only.  

 

§ As a general rule the office is manned Monday to 
Thursday from 9.15am - 1pm.  If you call  after    
these times then leave a message and we will al-
ways get back to you as soon as we can. 

 

§ During school holidays the office isn't manned as 
normal.  If you need to get hold of us     during the-
se times the best way is via email. We have a mo-
bile for queries during the holiday period or for last 
minute cancellations.  If the mobile isnôt answered 
leave a message and we will get back to you.  

 

ESCAPEõs Mobile - 07982712608  
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A supportive activity group for special children and their families 

Registered Charity No. 1081446         www.escapesupportgroup.com 

Look out for these features  

inside this issue  
 

 ¦ October Holiday Fun  

¦ Carers Christmas Party  

¦ Olympics -  London 2012  
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FAMILY SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER  

Cathy Mercer                   

cathy@escapesupportgroup.com  
 

 

 
FAMILY LIAISON & SUPPORT OFFICER  

Abbey Peebles                   

help@escapesupportgroup.com 
 

 

 

UNDER 12õS PROJECT OFFICER 

Sara Farr      

sara@escapesupportgroup.com  

 

 
ADMIN ASSISTANT  

Angela Farrow  

 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDANCE DETAI LS   
 

ESCAPE Support Group           Tel. No. -  01823 331531  

34 Wellington Road   or after hours in  

Taunton                               In an emergency   

TA1 5AW                                   07982712608  

 

www.escapesupportgroup.com  
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ESCAPE Whoõs Who   

 

CHAIRPERSON  -  Mel Hedgecock -Reeves   

                           01823 491458   
moonrakers4@btinternet.com  

TREASURER -  Linda Fisher   

01823 330027   
fishers1610@btinternet.com  

 

SECRETARY -  Shelia Evans 

01823 432459    

sheilaevans18@yahoo.com 

Lynda Edemenson  

01823 256957     

lynede@hotmail.co.uk 

David Harvey  

01823 661785     

daelha@live.co.uk 

Vicki Pearson   

01823 327419     

vickyp@gmx.co.uk 

Claire Richards  

01278 450713     

c.r.richards20@gmail.com  

Helen Smith    

01823 444495     

hsmspiggy@yahoo.com 
 

Kate Van Trump 

01823 412058   

katyvantrump@hotmail.co.uk  
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Hello and welcome to the Autumn Newsletter  
Right, the children are just back at school (what a re-

lief), Halloween treats are in the shops, so Christmas 

must be just round the corner! Is time moving faster for 

everyone or is it just as I get older? I think that life is 

just busier and we are always looking forward, prepar-

ing and planning ahead.  

Iõm afraid we are no better at Escape, asking you to con-

sider events planned for the rest of the year and with the 

questionnaire enclosed, to consider options for next 

yearõs activities. I know many of you will see the ques-

tionnaire and groan. We have made it shorter this time 

and given you a stamped addressed envelope to make it 

as easy as possible for you. You may not think that 

your views are important but they really are. The staff 

and committee run Escape with your best interests at 

heart, so you have to be open and honest with us about 

what you want. 

Itõs also subscription time, the last time it will be at this 

period of the year as mentioned in our last edition. We 

know that times are tough and so have not made any 

changes to the rates but would ask 

only that you send the money in 

promptly. It saves a lot of embarrass-

ment on both sides should we have to 

chase for it. 

I leave you then to another bumper 

edition and donõt forget to put your 

clocks back later this month, or is it 

forwardéso much to remember. 
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October Holidays  
 

TUESDAY 25TH  OCTOBER -  DRAYTON  MANOR -  
Featuring some of the 

biggest, wettest and 

scariest rides around.  

And if scary rides arenõt 

your thing then there is also Thomas land or the Zoo, 

plus lots lot more. You can enjoy this trip for just 

£12.00 per person (Children age 3 and under £4 each) 

which includes entrance and transport.  This will be a 

long day, with coaches leaving Wellington, The Skylark 

at 7.45am, Taunton The Football Club) at 8.00am and 

Bridgwater Bus Station at 8.30.  Leaving Drayton Manor 

at 5.00pm getting home around 8.30pm. Drayton Manor 

offer an exit passes scheme for those youngsters who 

find it difficult to queue.  Passes are for a maximum of 

5 people per family.  If you think you will need this pass 

please come equipped with proof of your childõs disabil-

ity (doctors letter or DLA award letter) CLOSING 

DATE TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER  

 

WEDNESDAY 26TH  OCTOBER -  SWIMMING   -  St 

James Street Large Pool, 12.30 -1.30pm every-

one welcome at 50p each.  

 

SUNDAY  30TH  OCTOBER -  SWIMMING  -  St 

James Street Large Pool, 2. -00-3.00pm, all wel-
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Did You Knowé?  
you can get free (or 
greatly reduced) cavity 
wall and loft insulation 

 
To find out if you are eligible call 0800 512 012 

 
Visit www.cse.org.uk for further information 

 
What the scheme provides 

¶ A basic home energy survey 

¶  Free cavity wall and loft insulation measures for house-
holds containing someone claiming eligible benefits, or 
someone over 70, or someone meeting certain council 
grant criteria. 

¶ Significantly discounted (up to 50%) cavity wall and loft 
insulation for all other households. 
Free benefits checks and assistance in making benefits 
claims when households are identified as eligible. 
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Webwatch 
Found a great website full of useful information? What 

about the websites that should be helpful but are poorly laid 
out and difficult to navigate? Let us know.   

 

www.carersuk.org 
 
Who is it for: All carers of both young and old.  
 
What does it offer: A host of practical advice in all areas of 

the Caring spectrum including advice and support in practi-
cal and financial areas as well as keeping you up to date 
with the latest legislation 
 
The look: Bright and colourful with lots of pictures and vid-
eo clips 
 
The content: There is a wide range of information from 

practical advice to keeping you up to date with the latest 
legislation. There is a forum to discuss matters personal to 
you and to read up on others experiences, as well as a  
carersô specific helpline. 
 
Navigation: Easy to follow with key point directed from the 

home page.  
 
Membership: Free access to website and forum although 
you can choose to become a member of Carers UK should 
you choose. 
 
Carers UK can also be found on Facebook 

 

Fancy reviewing a website or a book for us or if you 

have a suggestion for review, let us know. 
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Travel/Coach info  

Those of you that joined us during the summer holidays 

will already be aware of the change of Taunton Pick up 

point.  Due to the partial closure of Priory Bridge Road 

we are no longer allowed to use this car park.         

Therefore we are currently using the Taunton Football 

Club, Wordsworth Drive.  All cars including Blue badge 

holders are asked to pay £2.50 for parking and this is 

paid to your coach leader on arriving.  Parking fees are 

then paid back to the Football club.  The Taunton    

Football Club could only be a temporary solution, but if 

we have to change again we will let you know.  

When renewing your membership please ensure we have 

your up to date email  address and/or mobile number.  

Congratulations to all of 

our youngsters who have 

recently received exam    

results, be it, GCSE, AS or A 

Level exams, or anything 

else that is out there!!!  We 

are all very proud of you and hope that you can go 

on achieve what you heart desires. 

http://www.dads-space.com
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Off to the Olympics 
 
Despite millions of people 
being disappointed that they 
were not allocated tickets for 
the 2012 Olympics, we at Escape are delighted to 
have received 64 tickets.  
 

The tickets are all for 6th August, with morning 
and afternoon sessions. Sports included are; 
¶ Water Polo  
¶ Handball  
¶ Synchronised Swimming  
¶ Hockey.  
 

All of these events are held at the Olympic Village 
and transport will of course be provided. There will 
be a charge but it will be subsidised in line with   
other Escape activities, expect to pay no more that 
Ã20 per ticket.  
 
It will be a very long day. The morning session 
starts at 10am and the afternoon sessions finish 
around 6pm, allowing 4 hours travel time there and 
back. 
 
It is likely that more than 64 people will want tickets 
and there may be more people interested in one 

sport than others. In order to make it as fair as  
possible, the committee has agreed on a lottery: 
 

Hereôs what to doééééééééé.. 
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Concessionary Bus Travel 
 

Travel Scheme Passes are     
available to residents of Somerset 

who are eligible on the grounds of 
disability The pass enables you to 
travel free on buses in every area 

of England between the hours of 9am-11pm Mon-
day-Friday and anytime Saturday's, Sunday's and 
Public Holidays. (It will not be valid on Taunton 
Park and Ride, Berrys Superfast services, National 
Express and Rail services). If you are a Somerset 
resident it is also valid on Slinky Services. 
 
You could be entitled If;- 

You are in receipt of a minimum DLA award of    
lower rate mobility with middle rate care, or higher 
rate mobility with any or no care component. (low 
rate care with low rate mobility is not eligible. 
 
Proof of your DLA award will be required when 
making an application. 
 

To apply:- 
Contact Somerset County Council on 0845 
3459155, download an application form from 
www.somerset.gov.uk using search ôconcessionary 
bus passô, or email transport@somerset.gov.uk  
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Can my friend come tooéé.? 
 

This is a question that we are often asked and as every-

oneôs    family set up is different it is often a question that 

is difficult to answer.  We appreciate that some of our 

children require a lot of adult help and we also realise that 

bringing a childôs friend will make their day much more 

enjoyable.  However we also have to ensure that ES-

CAPEôs money helps those of us that need it most, there-

fore the committee has decided to set up some rules that 

we hope are fair to you all. 
 

 ESCAPE define a family as Mum and/or Dad (or 

appointed Carers) and children.  You can include up to 2 

people extra in your bookings. These can be grandparents, 

childrenôs friends, or an additional adult to help with   

caring. These extras will qualify for ESCAPEôs subsidy.  

If you wish to invite more than 2 extra then they will be 

welcome but at full group cost and only if there is space. 

On these occasions you will need to contact the office for 

advice. 
 

 The only exception to this rule are our trips that are 

aimed at carers.  In this circumstance, we are assuming a 

family is 2 adults, if mum and dad book then they of 

course attend at the advertised price. If, for example, it is 

just mum/dad attending then he/she is able to invite a 

friend at the advertised price but if she wanted to invite a 

2nd friend then that friend would be asked to pay full 

group rate and would be subject to available space. 

 

 The main exception to this rule is Swimming - we 

love to see as many of you there as possible. 
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¶ Each family has the chance to ask for up to 
four  tickets (see booking sheet) 

¶ Only family members may participate; this is 
not open to friends 

¶ You must indicate whether there is a wheel-
chair user in the family 

¶ Do not send any money at this stage 
¶ You can indicate which sport you would rather 

watch by ranking the available options e.g. 
hockey 1st, water polo 2nd, synchronised 
swimming 3rd and handball 4th   or state óno 
preferenceô 

¶ If you only want to see one sport and would 
not want to go on the trip otherwise, only rank 
that one sport and leave the others blank 

¶ If you would be happy to go on the trip and 
visit the Olympic Village even if you were not 
allocated tickets, please tick the relevant box. 

 

The closing date is 12th October.  Names will then 
be drawn from a hat by the Chairperson.  Every 
effort will be made to satisfy the preferences for 
the sports indicated. 
 

Once all 64 have been allocated, we will contact 
the relevant families to advise them of what they 
have been given.  If you are disappointed with the 
result, you may still withdraw and the tickets will be 
re-allocated. Expect to be informed around the 
30th October. 
 

This is a little complicated, so please contact 
Cathy if you have any questions 
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Looking ahead to Christmas!!!!! 
 

First up we haveééééééé 
 

Dbsfstý Disjtunbt Qbsuz 
Saturday 26th November 

 

We very much hope to see you at the  

Carerýs Christmas Party 

being held this year at  

The Holiday Inn Taunton  

(close to the M5 roundabout)  

Starting at 7.30pm  

there will be good food,  a bar with cheaper prices 
than in the rest of the hotel and a disco,  

all for Ã25 per head.  

Can you fill a table?  All family and friends 
welcome. (tables seat maximum 10) 

No ball gowns or dinner jackets required but the dull 
and drab is certainly not welcome either.  

Stay overnight? - The hotel has offered guests a        
reduced rate of Ã49 room only or Ã59 B&B           

(Quote  ESCAPE when booking) 
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On the tour we saw lots of fa-

mous sights like Big Ben, 

Houses of Parliament, and a 

bit of Buckingham Palace. 

Next came the London Eye, 

it looked really high but 

when we got up to the top it 

didnôt seem that high and when that was over we walked to 

Hamleys stopping at Trafalgar 

Square.  The Lion Statues looked 

like they were real. Hamelys was 7 

floors high and was busy, with 

loads and loads of toys!!!!  I bought 

a Remote Control Car. 

The next morning we were ready 

and raring to go to London Zoo.  

But a bus driver went missing!!!!  

(He had an accident and was in 

hospital) So after lots of alterations 

and several of us waiting in the ho-

tel we finally made it to the Zoo at 

1pm.  London Zoo was quite big but we managed to see 

most of it. My favourite part of the Zoo was 

the Komodo Dragons because I have only 

ever seen them on TV before. After the Zoo 

it was time for the long journey home. 

 I am glad for the people in charge of 

ESCAPE for making this fun filled holiday 

possible.  I had a really amazing time. 

The 

Goldsworthy 

Family on the 

London Eye 

Thomas & Sarah Rendall (& others)

enjoying the Duck Tour 

Bryony Reeves,  

London Zoo 

Owen with the Lions at  

Trafalger Square 
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My time in London by Owen Mercer, Age 9 
 

In the morning loads of people 

turned up at the coach park to 

go to London.  My mum said it 

would be a 4 hour journey but it 

seemed less.  When we got into 

London we saw lots of        

landmarks and tall buildings.  

When we arrived the first thing 

we did was wander around Covent Garden watching the 

street performers.  And then after an hour it was time to see 

Shrek.   
 

Shrek was awesome!! My fa-

vourite part of Shrek was 

when the dragon appeared, it 

was really big and had people 

controlling it. My favourite 

character was Donkey because 

he was really funny. 
 

Then we had to get onto the coach again to go to the hotel, 

but the hotel wasnôt far.  Then I was taken to Gourmet    

Burger for my tea and had an enormous Lime Milkshake 

which was, mmmmm very tasty. 
 

The following day in the    

morning we got back on the 

coach and travelled to the centre 

of London to do The Duck Tour 

and London Eye.  The Duck 

Tour was cool but I wasnôt keen 

on the water part, our vehicle 

was tilting a lot.   

 

A London óDuckô  

Angela & Louise Farrow meet 

Richard Blackwood, Star of Shrek  

Hannah & 

Harry      

outside the  

Theatre 
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Ofyu vqąąąąą// 
 

Day trip to London 
Saturday 10th December 

 

Pay just Ã6 each for Travel to London and then the 
days activities are up to you. 

 

You could hit Oxford Street for Christmas Shopping 
or 

Travel to the London Museums 
or 

Visit Winterwonderland (Hyde Park) 
www.hydeparkwinterwonderland.com 

 
Winter Wonderland is a festive extravaganza offering 

a Christmas Market, Ice Skating, A Giant Wheel,   
fairground Rides plus lots more.  Winterwonderland 
is a free to enter event but if you want to do anything 
other than the Market there are additional charges and 
to avoid disappointment we would advise booking in 
advance.  Tokens for the Fairground rides are paid for 

on the day but be warned the rides are not easily      
accessed by our wheelchair users, Carers are expected 

to pay too and so can work out quite pricey.   
 

To give you enough time in London, Coaches will 
leave Wellington, The Skylark at 7.45am, Taunton, 

The football Club at 8.00am and Bridgwater Bus Sta-
tion at 8.30am arriving in London, Hyde Park area at 
around 11.30am.  We will leave at 6pm getting home 

around 9.30pm. Closing Date 29th November 
 

Obviously the options above are just a couple of our 
suggestions you can of course do whatever you like 

once getting to London 


